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LITTLE Christopher Paget’s smile. shines out reflecting 
his excitement as he waits to see the Queen drive by. 
And his wait. was worthwhile as you ean read on pages 
6-7. While a day earlier, his school-fellow at Ingfield 
Manor, Joanna Foxley, had a fairy tale come true when 
she not only met film star Susan Hampshire but took part 


in a film to be seen throughout the country. Full story 
Page 5. 


Duchess 
looks in 
on Unit 


WITH an eye on the future 
of paediatric research the 
Duchess of Kent gazes into 
the microscope presented 
to Professor Paul Polani by 
The Spastics Society, The 
Professor, Director of the 
Paediatric Research Unit 
which is funded by the 
Society, showed the 
Duchess round the new 
Tower . block. laboratories 
at Guy’s Hospital, London. 

The Duchess, Patron .of 
the Society, last visited the 
Unit. seven years ago— 
when it was housed in a 
converted warehouse, 


support 
for ‘Save 


rally 


THE massive support for The Spastic Society’s 
‘Save the Baby’ Campaign rally shown by dis- 
abled people throughout the country has stag- 
gered the organisers. 

The rally in London’s Trafalgar Square on April 23 
is the single biggest public event in the Society’s history, 
and the master mind behind it, Barry Peet, said: ‘We 
hoped for 1,000 handicapped people in the Square, but it 
looks as if there will be 2,000. No one is pressurising 
them or asking them to be ‘on show.’ They are coming 


in the hope that their presence will help babies as yet 
unborn to be saved from a life of handicap.’ 


‘Thousands in the Square 


Michael Brophy, Director of Fund Raising, said: ‘We 
fully expect the Square to be full to overflowing with 
thousands of supporters. There will be banners, flags, 
drum majorettes and bands. Because we want people in 
the Square at 11 am we are laying on entertainment 
before the speakers get under way.’ 

On the platform with the Director of the Society, 
James Loring, will be Jack Ashley, MP, vigorous cam- 
paigner on behalf of the disabled, and fellow MP’s Lewis 
Carter-Jones, and the Hon Patrick Jenkin. Putting in a 
plea on behalf of parents will be Executive Council mem- 
ber Mrs Eileen Milnes, whose daughter was born spastic 
21 years ago. Bill Hargreaves, having flown in from a 
conference in Japan an hour éarlier, will speak on behalf 
of handicapped people. 

The speakers will sign the Campaign Petition, which 


® Continued on Page 9, with rally map, pro- 
gramme of events, and list of rest centres, 
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ACHIEVEMEN 


THIS is the picture that 
says it all. Mrs Pamela 
Annal, of Nottingham, 
has won the Society's 
annual special Achieve- 
ment Award for Spas- 
tics, and hugging her is 
one of the reason’s 
why! For despite 
increasing disabilities 
caused by  athetosis 
and arthritis, Pamela 
has three foster chil- 
dren. Said Tricia Sey- 
mour, 16, with pride: 
‘It’s fantastic, | knew 
my mother would win 
— but | think all the 
people nominated 
deserved a prize!’ 
The Achievement 
Award presentation 
and judging | took place 


The 


Spastics 
Society 


Award for 
foster 
mother 


as Spastics News went 
to press, so turn to 
Page 2 of this month’s 
issue for the finalists’ 
stories. Full picture 
coverage will appear in 
the next issue. 

As well as the cup, 
Mrs Annal received a 
£250 cheque, and she 
plans to spend some of 
the cash on a luxurious 
Reclining chair. 


Likea helping hand 


Stair-Glide 


America’s largest selling 

_ Stairway lift. Installs easily 
without marring walls or steps. 
No special wiring. Easily 
moved.to another house. Good 
resale value. Leaves stairs 
open for norma! use, Seat 
rotates 180° for easy, safe’ 
access or transfer to and from 
@ wheelchair. 
STAIR-GLIDE — the solution 
when you can't er shouldn't 
elim staira, 


Newton 


Easy: -Lift 


Anyone who has difficulty 
getting in or out ofa aay 
stroke patients, arthritics, 
Multipje Sclerosis — will find 
EASY-LIFT givesahelping ~ 
hand. 

The EASY-LIFT power cushiofi 
recliner gently lifts you forward 
&s well as up to a semi- 
standing position. The lifting 
angle adjusts to fit your need& 
controls are easy to reach, one 
it operates on household 


current. 


‘Dept N21/SN 
Freepost5, ‘Lande WIE4QZ 


(no stam 
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mother 


MRS Pamela Annal, ; 


When Pamela was born, | 
destors despaired that she | 


would ibe able to do any- 


thing. Not only did Pamela | 
suffer from athetosis ‘but | 
this affected hher legs, ‘her | 
hands and arms and her | 
speech. Always fond of | 
children, she ‘spent one : 
year ComMvinecing ‘the 
authorities ‘that she was | 
capable of undertaking a | 
nursery murse course. At 21 | 


she ‘became fully qualified, 
and since then ‘has worked 
in several places, ending as 
Deputy “Matron at 
“Chorley Wood College for 
the Blind in Hertfordshire. 


When Pam got married, | 


she realised she ‘was -un- 
able to have any children 
of her own and so; in spite 
of increasing disabilities 
brought on by arthritis in 
the neck, she fostered three 
children. At present Pam 
is much more severely dis- 
abled and has to wear a 
very .uncomfortable meok 
support constantly. 


the ° 


[EVE 


MR Maurice Collins, aged 
34, of 56 Barmouth Road, 
Eston, Cleveland. 'Nomin- 


| ated iby Mr Eric Pearson, 
48, of 22 Moerhelme | 


Manager of the Clevelaud 
Spastics Society and Wel- 
fare Centre, Acklam Road, 
Middlesbrough. 

Maurice was the third 
child im an  gronstone 
miner’s family. Miners’ 
houses in ‘this area were of 
very poor standard at the 
time and, im addition, 
Maurice’s fiather ‘was 
forced to go on the dole 


ENT AWARD Fil 


Pamela Annal won the Cup — but competition was very keen 


due to closure of the mine, 


so Maurice was.deprived of. . 


everything even a ‘healthy 


boy needed. He could not . 


walk or talk, and was 


ridiculed by other children | 


because of his handicaps. 
When Maurice yrew up. 
his struggle for ‘an -exist- 
ence started. 
years he was without work, 
and he took over a garden 
allotment. 
has struggled to maintain 


himself with great set- 
backs. He also helps 
‘others. 


1 


Independent Susan 


MISS Susan Dickson, aged 
28, of 5 Trafalgar Court, 
Nelson Street, Londen E6. 
‘Nominated by Miss Linda 
Berwick, of Grundy Street, 


London.E14 (a past-winner ~ 


of the Award). 5; 
Susan ‘had -a - difficult 
eatly childhood: She ‘had 


litfle mobility and when - 
she was eventually able ‘to ~ 


walk, was very unsteady. 
Susan’s father died when 
she was 10 and Mrs Dick- 
son was left to struggle on 
with a great shortage of 
‘money as ibest she could. 
In- 1975° Mrs 
became very. dll. Jt. was 


Dickson>- 


later diagnosed .as- lung 
cancer and she became 
very infirm. ‘Sue did her 
best to cope with her 
needs and dealt with many 
of the responsibilities of 
the household. She gave 
her mother Joving.care and 
attention. When ‘her 
mother died, though very 
distressed, she said- that it 
had been a ‘marvellous 
experience’ which had 
brought her very close ‘to 
her mother. 

Although money is -still 
scarce, Sue copes with her 


daily life and is thoroughly - 


independent. 


_ Specialist manufacturers 
_ of purpose made... 


| @ GRAB 
HANDLES 


etc. for the 


aged and 


the infirm 


(Lancashire) LIMITED 
Victoria Works, Nelson Street, Bolton BL3 2DW 
Telephone BOL 382017-8-9 


For 


Hospital Sanitary 
and Bathroom 
Fittings — Consult 


For ‘four § 


Since then she ; 


‘Norris, 


Helping 
others 


MISS Elizabeth Greeley, 
of 25 Sheffield Terrace, 
London W8. Nominated 
by Miss Janet Harding and 
Mr J. Hirschfield, who are 
both youth officers, West- 
minster Area. 

Liz is handicapped in 
her hands, arms and Jegs, 
and has great difficulty 
with her:speech. She finds 
walking difficult and has 
minimal control of her 
fingers, but has the quali- 
ties of reliability, good 
orgamisational ability. 


| mental stamina and cour- 


age. She has come to 


| terms with her handicap 
and has hélped others to | 


understand the needs of 
handicapped young people. 
Liz has established a club 
in Westminster for ‘the 
physically handicapped 
and able-bodied. 


Overcame 
barriers 


MR_ Jonathan _ Griffiths, 
aged 41, of 82 Paisley 
Avenue, Blackbrook, St 
Helens, Merseyside. 
‘Nominated ‘by Miss Sue 
of Buckingham 
Road, Liverpool, Mr ‘David 
Branch .and Miss M. S. 
Champion, Personnel 
Officer, United Biscuits 


Lid, Binns Road, Liver- | 


pool. 

Jonathan’s cerebral 
palsy renders him unable 
to stand or walk without 
support, unable to speak 
without the greatest of 
difficulty, and orily able to 


write, draw, ‘paint and ‘use | 
his ‘hands swith <a itremen- | 


dous amount of arduous 
concentration. Jonathan’s 
determination for ‘indepen- 


dence. thas given him a 


‘never say die’ attitude and 


}|. this, together with his:sheer 


guts and determination 
has enabled him to over- 
come many barriers. 


He ‘holds :a responsible | 
job im «a computer pro- | 
gramming department. An | 
example of his imdepen- | 


dence is ‘that he tefused 


help ‘to pitch :and strike a 
tent at 6 am in a ‘howling : 


gale and rainstorm. 


A popular citizen 


MR Alan Mewton, aged 
45, of 19 Castleton Close, 
Mannamead, ‘Plymouth. 
Nominated by Mr Dennis 
Paull, Managing Director, 
M. Thomas Motors Ltd, 19 
Union ‘Street, Plymouth. 
Despite the fact ‘that 
Alan was ‘born.a deaf-mute 
spastic, he ‘has shown ‘an 
interest im cars since an 
early age. He helped regu- 
larly in a garage ‘since the 
age of 10. When he 


Young man with ‘grit’ 


MR James O’Neil, aged 
22, of 28 Braid Green, 
Livingston, Scotland, was 
mominated ‘by his father, 
Mr SS. O. O'Neill, general 


manager, New ‘Trinity 
Centre, Scottish ‘Council 


for Spastics, Edinburgh. 
James attended The 
Spastics Society’s Thomas 
Delarue School, in Ton- 
bridge, Kent, and was pro- 
vided with a ‘spinal ‘sup- 
port ‘to allow ‘him to be in 
a sitting position. He had 
to learn to pick ‘up his pen 
and ‘pencil with ‘his mouth 
and, ‘with patience, to ~put 
it into his hand to write. 


Successful career 


MISS YT. Susan Watkin, - 


aged 35, of Tudor Lodge, 
Warren Lane, -Grantham, 
was nominated by Mir C. 
J. Murden, of 2 De Ligne 
Drive, Harlaxton, Gran- 
tham, Lincs, and 10 others. 


When Susan ‘was ‘born 
her parents were told ‘that 
she would have to spend 
her life lying flat on her 


| back. Yet she ‘has man- 


aged to live a very full life 
and ‘has more ‘than made 
her mark. As:she developed 
she recognised ‘that her 


ee ee 


future depended on ‘her | 


personal effort. While 


ALISTS 


always aware of the limi- - 


tations of her physical 


activity, she has gone to — 


the utmost 


lengths to | 


ensure that they do not | 


prevent her enjoying.a full 
life. Her sweet mature 
compels ‘people 
‘happy in ‘her «company. 


Not only has she greatly | 
overcome her serious | 
disabilities but she has | 
obtained a career which | 


Telephone: 01987 5711 


to be. 


has overcome’ it with pure 


‘became older, he showed 
such an «vid interest am 
the work ‘that the ‘was 
eventually employed, 
Recently the received a 
watch ‘to mark 21 years of 
service to ithe company. 

He is extremely well- 
liked iby his fellow workers 
and has been an asset to 
his employers. Alan has 
overcome great handicaps 
to become a very useful 
and popular citizen. 


While at school he spent 
most of his holidays in ‘bed 
ito repair ‘the damage done 
‘by ‘severe pressure ‘on his 
shoulder. He ‘eventually 
obtained ‘O’ levels in ‘five 
subjects. In 1977 he passed 
his ‘OND Business ‘Studies 
Course .and at present as 
pursuing an HND course. 

Although in constant 
pain ‘from ‘the open pres- 
sure sore on his back, ‘he 


grit. and determination. - 
His mtention is to’ attain ~ 
qualifications ‘so. that he < 
can apply for admission to 
Edinburgh University. 


many people would have ~ 
considered beyond ther © 
powers. She gained seven - 
‘O’ levels, two ‘A’ levels, — 
went to teacher training 
college and has been a 
‘specialist teacher of reme- 
dial groups at St Hugh’s 
Secondary Modern School, 
Grantham, since 1969. a 


activity 


MR John Walker, aged 34, 
of Sanbryn, Chorley Road, 4 
Chase Terrace, Walsall, ] 
was nominated by his : 
father, Mr 'W. J. Walker. 

John is handicapped, yet 
he does a full time job as 
a weighbridge clerk. Jn 
addition to this he is .a 
town councillor, a ‘lay 
preacher» at the local 
Methodist church, and :pur- 
sues ‘an enormous Jlist of. 
activities. 


CENTRALHOUSE, [a 
THOMAS ROAD, 
‘LONDON, £14: 


Cables: Cenmintra 
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_> hand, and it takes great care and concentration as 
Jennifer Palmer, of Blackpool, demonstrates grinding a 


| _ LAPIDARY is the skilled craft of polishing stones by 


stone to set in a pendant, 


, 
> 


| 

WHEN students arrive 
I eat |e -Spastics 
ul Society’s Beaumont 
|. College of Further 
Education they come 


~ try and all kinds of 
families. One would-be 
“entrant arrived in a 
_ Maserati because the 


GEORGE Marshall, Beaumont’s principal: ‘Setting up 


from all over the coun- - 


what next? 


second Rolls - Royce 
was out of action due 
to the chauffeur hav- 
ing left the lights on. 
What. they do share, 
says principal George 
Marshall, are “physical 
handicaps ranging from 
moderate to severe, 
poor mobility and hand 


Beaumont College has been very, very hard work—but it 


is an exciting project and the hard work is by no means 


over!’ 


ere. 
| 
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MY 


MALCOLM Walker, lecturer in literacy and language 
development, uses a speech trainer with Mark Evans, who 


SS 


is deaf and registered blind. On arrival at Beaumont, 
Mark was almost inarticulate and could only read a few 


simple words. 


After intensive personal tuition, Mark’s 


progress is impressive—and he has also gained in self- 


confidence. 


_ After special education, 


Beaumont College 


has the answer 


control, often with 
sensory handicaps and 
always with intellec- 
tual impairment and 
a degree of emotional 
immaturity.’ 

Beaumont in Lancaster is 
breaking new ground with 
its curriculum because it is 
not a job or a vocational 
training centre. Instead it 
seeks to identify skills and 
allow them to blossom. 

It is a special college— 
unique in concept—provid- 
ing an _ alternative for 
severely handicapped stu- 
dents, few of whom have 
any real expectations of 
holding down a job. Were 
it not for Beaumont the 
future would almost cer- 
tainly mean_ transition 
straight from a __ special 
school to life at home, or 
possibly a place in a day 
centre. ; 

Said George Marshall: 
‘What we are doing here is 
what we have been preach- 
ing for years: after special 
education what next? We 
may only be offering a 
years course but it is a 
step in the right direction, 
and a vital step. It gives 
everyone a chance, parents 
and local authorities as 
well as the students, to 
assess how they have done 
so far and how they will 
cope in the future. There 
is a breathing space which 
we believe will improve the 
quality of the lives they 
lead when they leave.’ 

The college is in its 
second term of operation. 
A year ago the building 
was the shell left by the old 
Lancaster Training Centre. 
It has been revamped with 
an Invacar garage re- 


modelled to provide a 
PICTURE left: Jean 
Killinger, lecturer in 
numeracy, explains the 


intricacies of a subject that 
has most of us baffled— 
the British Rail timetable. 
At the start of the course 
Jean found that virtually 
all her students were un- 
able to handle money 
confidently. 


smart club room. An inde- 
pendence flat for two girls 
is ready for occupation, 
and eventually it is hoped 
to take between 70 and 80 
students into the campus. 
So far there are 63, all 


Cont. on Page 4 


“THERE is sex equality in 


the kitchen at Beaumont 
and boys take their turn 
doing the cooking in the 
activities of daily living 
department. Here Terence 
Jubb, from Nailsworth, 
Gloucester, successtully 


tosses a pancake. 
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GREGORY McRae, of Tottenham, London, tackles the 
washing-up after a cookery session in the carefully 
designed kitchen. . 


TOM Moloney, of Stretford, Manchester, and Janette 
Pearson, of Cambridge, saw up a length of timber which 
they will turn into wood sculpture in the craft department. 


BARRY Murphy, from Hyde, Cheshire, critically 
appraises his handiwork polishing rock samples. A dis- 
play case in the main entrance at Beaumont shows the 
skilled silver jewellery also produced by students. 


ip T D Make your car a transport of delight. Our Bespoke 
Tailored Seat Covers are unique in their 


quality and range. We also manufacture stretch 
covers, tailored carpets, steering-wheel gloves, 
vinyl roofs, insulation kits. 


All our products are available through Halfords Accessories shops and garages. 


Albert Mill, Huddersfield Road, Brighouse HD6 1BT 
Tel: Brighouse 0484 (STD) 710126 


TRADE ENQUIRIES ARE INVITED 
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‘The patience of Parliament is not infinite’ 


Time for action to save 
babies from handicap 


SINCE 1970 there has 
been increasing Parlia- 
mentary activity on pro- 
visions for disabled people. 
spearheaded by the All 
Party Disablement Group; 
but by and large this has 
centred on a few specific 
areas; The main ones have 
been; first,. full implemen- 
tation of the Chronically 
Sick and Disabled. Persons 
Act; second, improvements 
in social security; third, 
education and employ- 
ment; fourth, improve- 
ments in technology; and 
fifth, special lobbies for 
individual groups such as 
thalidomide children. 

Members of The Spas- 
tics Society may well feel 
that in many of these areas 
far less. has been achieved 
than they would wish. If 
so, Members: of Parliament 
certainly share their frus- 
tration; unfortunately for 
the last four years im- 
provements have had to be 
squeezed from a deter- 
mined, if not wholly un- 
sympathetic, Treasury. 

It is. perhaps: surprising 
that in such times Mem- 
bers: of Parliament did not 
immediately- turn to 
thoughts of reducing future 
costs by preventing: handi- 
capi. rather than. interven- 
ing with assistance later. It 
iss fair to say that by and 
large they have: appeared 


unaware of the possibilities 
of prevention, especially 
among children. On the: 
contrary the general im- 
pression has. been that 
advances in medicine were 
more likely to increase the 
number of those surviving 
with severe handicaps; for 
a generation of those with 
severe spina bifida whom 
doctors had! perhaps: too 
zealously saved: at birth 
are approaching adult- 
hood: 


Resources 


It was James Loring, 
Director of The Spastics 
Society and Duncan 
Guthrie then Director of 
Action Research for the 
Crippled Child; who» first 
suggested to us that the 
prevention of many. handi- 


‘caps was within our grasp, 


and what. was: lacking: was 
not expertise but political 
will and resources. We 
were genuinely astonished 
at the mortality figures 
for childrem ini the: United 
Kingdom: both the differ- 
ence between the death 
rate here and in: countries 
such as Sweden: but also; 
possibly more significantly, 
the difference between 


areas. in the UK. around 


A special article by Lewis Carter-Jones, MP for 
Eccles, and Peter Mitchell, research assistant 


certain. centres of ex= 
cellence and elsewhere. 
What. improvement. there 
had. been: over the years 
had been centred not only 
on a few affluent areas but, 
across the country, on the 
higher socio / economic 
classes. After 30 years of a 
National Health Service 
the disparity im health care 
had incredibly: increased. 

Mortality was — not, 
however, the prime in- 
terest. We were advised 
that evidence from Sweden 
showed that the measures 
which. had. reduced 
perinatal’ mortality there 
had also reduced the 
incidence of child handi- 
cap: that the prevention of 
death did not lead to: an 
increase in. those: surviving 


- with: a: severe handicap so 


much.as to-a decrease in the 
handicaps of all those. who 
survived. In crude terms 
what was required to save 
one life would prevent 
handicap in two. to. three 


Flying when youre disabled 


What sort of facilities can youwexpect at the airport? 
Do you need to give advance notice. of your requirements? 
What is the best.way to get to the airport? 

Our free leaflets: set out the facts, answer your questions. 
They’re:there to:help you, so we'll be only too.glad to send 
yourall the: copies. you. need: Please write to: Airport Services, 


British Airports: Authority, 2, Buckingham 
Gate, London SWIE 6Jk—naming the 
airports you're interested in. 


Al 


British: .: © 


rports 


Heathrow: Gatwick. Stansted: Edinburgh, Glasgow: Prestwick. Aberdeen, 


| May 
| enough material had been 
garnered for an Adjourn- 
| ment Debate in which a 
| clear demand was made for 


to the All Party Disablement Group 


other babies. On this hypo- 
thesis, not only would a 
reduction in the mortality 
rate. to. that.in Sweden. save 
4,000 lives, it would free 
10,000 others from lives 
of handicap. 


The cost 


James Loring has esti- 
mated that at current 
prices; it costs £} million 
to keep a person in a 
Spastics. Society. residential 
home from the age of 16 
to 65. Clearly the 10,000 
annually we hope to save 
from handicap: would not 
all. need: such: care. But if 
they did the cost in their 
life-time would be twice 
the total annual bill on 
personal social services: 
The financial advantages 
of prevention need no 
further emphasis, From 
October 1976, the Order 
Paper of the House of 
Commons. received a tor- 
rent of. Parliamentary. 
Questions on. all. aspects of 


| perinatal care.. Although 
| the reaction 
| House. seemed. muted,. the 


inside the 


publicity led: to contacts 
with numerous outside 
bodies and individuals 


| whose information led. to 


still further questions. By 


1977 more than 


the: Treasury to respond 


| not only in the interests 
| of humanity but — of 
| economic: sense: 


‘Open door 


Over the months it 
became apparent that: we 


| Were pushing: at am open 
| door in the Department of 
| Health: We: became, how- 


ever, frustrated: at: the way 


the doer, although open, 
| appeared to be revolving 
_ since we never seemed to 
| get anywhere. A favourite 
| Ministerial reply was the 
‘imminent publication of a 
| paper which would. assu- 
| age all our worries. 


Now a paper is some- 
thing of which we have 


| never felt the lack. In the 
last two years documents 


have flowed from. the 


| Department of: Health in a 


from Fieldhouse 
for the Physically 


access survey of the town’s 


_ public: buildings. 

, . Some: of the 20 children 
_ taking part (aged 11 to 16) 
are in wheelchairs. They took 


photographs and made 


| Sketches of the problems: they 


never ending stream. First 
. to. appear was: ‘Prevention 
and Health — Everybody’s 


Business’ in February 
1976. This was followed in 
August by Health Circular 
(76)40 enclosing the 
OPPE. Report. on the pre- 
vention of early neo- 
natal mortality and mor- 
bidity (which the Secretary 
of State had received two 
years before hand). Then 
at Christmas 1976 
appeared the Court Report 
‘Fit for the Future’ on the 
child health services 


(which described infant © 


mortality as a holocaust). 


. Promises 


After this there was a 
lull in which we were con- 
tinually promised the first 
follow up paper to ‘Pre- 
vention and Health,’ this 
‘Reducing the Risk: Safer 
Pregnancy and Childbirth’ 
finally: appeared: in August 
1977; and to wind up the 
year there was a White 
Paper ,entitled ‘Prevention 
and Health’ in December. 

During this time there 
had. also: been two general 
documents on the Health 
and Personal Social Ser- 
vices: ‘Priorities’ in. March. 
1976, and. “The Way For- 
ward’ in September 1977. 


Inactivity 


Unfortunately the 
quality of the documents 
produced in 1977 show a 
clear decline on those in 
1976. Inactivity is a sure 
recipe for deterioration 
and the Department of 
Health is: not. immune. At 
times it is difficult to diag- 
nose the reasons for the 
minimal progress. At first 
it appeared to be Treasury. 
reluctance to provide 
funds; but the Minister for 
Health gave an assurance 
that more resources were 
not really required. It is 
clear, however, that a pro- 
found lethargy has over- 
whelmed both the Govern- 
ment and Health Authori- 
ties. The patience of Par- 
liament is not infinite: in- 
creasing numbers. of MPs 
are now showing concem 
for mortality rates in their 
constituencies. 1978 must 
be the year when words 
are replaced’ by action. 


School surveys Rochdale 
Hance in Rochdale 


encountered and interviewed 
other disabled. people in the 
town. 

Fieldhouse’ will enter the 
final project in a schools’ 
competition, held by the Silver 
Jubilee Committee on Im- 
proving Access for Disabled 
People: The first prize: is ETS; 
plus an invitation to: meet 
Jimmy Savile at the BBC. 


~ shall. 


Beaumont — 
— College 


ACTIVITIES of daily. liv- 
ing and numeracy educa- 
tion go hand in hand at 


Beaumont as Terence 
Jubb; from Nailsworth, 
Gloucester,, buys groceries: 


Cont. from Page 3 
sponsored by their local 


. authorities, and. only three 


of whom have come from 


' the Society’s: own. schools: 


Many projects. are still 


in their infancy such as a 
- college newspaper. For 


many the basic skills: of 


daily living—reading, writ- 

ing and the ability te 

_ handle money confidently 
are still a priority. 


There is the feeling of 


new-found freedom—when 


lectures are over it is up to 
the students to a great 
degree. how they spend 
their time. They have te 


notify staff when they go - 
| Out, when they will return, 


Before enrolling, the 
students come with their 
parents: to: meet Mr Mar-« 


thing to see if we like them. 
and they like us. After all, 


_ it is not statutory educa+ 


tion. and they are within 


_ their rights to reject us!” . 
There are laboratories 


i 


‘Tt is a two-way 


for activities of daily. liv- 


ing and there is an 


_ ambitious craft department 
Where students can learn 


lapidary; photography 


focuses round the newly 
_ purchased’ £200 camera, 
and there is: an environ- 


mental and social studies 


~ unit. 


After 


they particularly 
_Beaumont’s quiet rural 
air is belied by the 


am induction 
_ period of about two weeks, 
_ Students move on to con- _ 

centrate on subjects, with — 

extra time: given either to 
- those 
_ enjoy or in which they need 
- extra tuition. : 


_ proximity of one of Lan- 
caster’s’ toughest housing _ 


areas, and while the Col. 
lege stood disused, vandals _ 


looked on it as their play- 
ground. Now it takes on 
the new role of helping © 
those who once faced a 


bleak future to take their _ 


Place in society on their 
~ own terms, ; 


~ —. TT 
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MILLIONS of cinema- 
goers throughout the 
country will see 
actress Susam Hamp- 


shire in the Society’s 
“Save a Baby’ Campaign 


film but few know 


that behind her mov- 


ing performance she 


hides the agony of a 


dead baby. 

On the set at the 
Society's Imgfield 
Manor School, Sussex, 
where the film was 
made, Susan said: 


‘There is a personal 


reason for making this 


film: — my. daughter 
Victoria died when 
she was a day old. Had 
she lived she would 
not have been well. 
All women can identify. 
very, very strongly 
with this. campaign 
because when they are 
pregnant they all fear 
something may be the 
matter with their baby. 


‘| had’ very good pro- 
tection im pregnancy 


but through mishap 
Victoria didn’t live and 
so: | passionately want 


Happy homecoming 
for spastic skiers 


A. CHEERFUL. party. of 
holidaymakers arrived 


- back at Gatwick om Marchi: 


11 at the end of another 
successful ski-ing holiday 
for spastics. Third from 
left im the picture is: Dr 
David Morris, Chairman 
ot the Spastics Ski Club, 
who: led’ the: party. 

The 10-day holiday was 


spent at Caspaggia im the 


Italian Alps, and a pack- 
age deal had been booked 
which included hire of 
equipment. Taking part 
were 22 spastic people 
from all over Britain, to- 
gether with nine members 
of staff. Ages ranged from 
13 to 30. 

Rusty Wright, the 
Societys Recreations 
Officer who accompanied 
the party paid tribute to 


the high standard of 
accommodation and the 


service provided by the 
travel agency which 
booked the tour. 

‘The Hotel Kennedy where 
we stayed was: excellent and 
the staff most: helpful,” he told 
Spastics. News.. ‘And the local 
Swan’s representative: was very. 
good to us.” 


Swan’s: Travel also donated 
a cup, to be awarded annually 
to the best spastic skier.. This 
year it} was won by Anthony 
Griffin,. 18,. from: the Society’s 
Thomas: Delarue School. 

All members: of the party 
were out on the slopes most 
days and there were no: broken 
limbs or other injuries.. Their 
skill was put to the test on 
the final day and three 
members of the group were 
awarded the two-star badge 
of the Italian Ski School. A 
further nine were presented 
with the Italian one-star badge 
and eight qualified for the 
one-star badge of the British 
Ski School: 


to. help. other mothers 
have healthy babies. 
It is a simple maternal 
impulse.’ 


After the baby’s death in 
a clinic im Switzerland), 
Susan was left to sleep: for 
a week in order to recover 
before going back home to 
her son;, Christopher,. now 
aged seven, 

‘L have always wanted 
to have more than one 


child but at my age, with. 


my medical history, If 
know it would be unwise 


and now my marriage has. 


ended, adoption agencies 

won't allow me to adopt 

although I have: tried.” 
In the 10 minute filo 


- Susan emphasises the 


theme of the campaign,, 


_ that: thousands: of babies 


are born needlessly handi- 
capped whem research: has: 
shown. that. at least 40. per 
cent of cases of cerebral 
palsy. could. be prevented. 

Susam herself suffers: from 
dyslexia and. said: “This: is 
# congenital brain. condi- 
tion which, it is thought, 
could be caused through 
lack of oxygen.’ Sufferers 
from dyslexia find it impos- 
sible to learn to read at the 


_ usual age because the 


letters: appear transposed. 
Tt makes the job of read- 
ing a script quite an 
undertaking and Susan did 
not relax until her stint 
was: over. 

She has just finished a 
run at the Savoy Theatre in 
‘Man and Superman’ for 
the Royal Shakespeare 
Company, and after Easter 
goes. into rehearsal. for a 


new play opening at the 


Hampstead Theatre Club 
which, if successful, will 
transfer to the West End. 


© On the film set at 
Ingfield Manor School, 
Susan Hampshire is 
pictured left with her 


five co-stars who will 
be seen on the giant 
screen throughout 
Britain. They are 
Mandy Farrell, Melanie 
Johnston, Mark Lane, 
Joanna Foxley and 
James Burgess, all aged 
between nine and 13, 
and all thoroughly en- 
joying acting in the 
Society’s new film, 


ilm role that means 
so much to Susan 


‘This: film. has; come 
just at the right time. I 
help the Stars Organisation 
for Spastics whenever I 
can and [ try not to: work 
when Christopher is on 
holidays. As one show had 
finished and another had 
not started, this. was ideal.’ 

The film: is being made 
in conjunction with the 
National Coal Board, 
which made a film last 


year featuring the Sheffield - 


Spasties: Group and! which 
was seen im 800) cinemas 
by 22 milliom people. The 
director is. Peter Pickering 
and the producer is Robert 
Kruger. 


Liz Cook, 


CHILDREN at East Street 
C of E school, Andover, 


- Hampshire, held a spon- 


sored spell-in which raised 
£106 for The Spastics 
Society. Picture shows Bob 


® THE film’s director, 
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Peter Pickering, discusses 


the script with Susan Hampshire. The National 
Coal Board is making the film in conjunction. with 


The Spastics Society. 


New tax-free benefit 
urged for children 


A NEW tax-free benefit of £4 a week for severely handi- 
capped children was one of the proposals: put forward by 
the Royal Commission om Civil’ Liability in its recently 
published report. The. benefit would be paid whatever 
the cause of handicap: and: would be in addition: to child 


benefit. 


Attendance allowances and mobility allowances 


would still be payable where applicable. 

The Commission was set up in 1973 to consider 
improvements in the machinery for providing compen- 
sation for injury and death. Among its other proposals 
is possible compensation. for vaccine-damaged. children. 


Kemsley, local area organ- 
iser receiving the cheque 
from Geraldine Hartley 
and George Norridge. 
Later, children from the 
top form of East Street 
school were able to visit 


the Saxon Woed school 
for spastics at Basingstoke 
and spend half a day with 
the pupils.. 


Picture by 
Andover Advertiser. 


Society will always remember 


Wilfred 


WILFRED: Pickles, the - 
Yorkshire comedian-actor 
who was one of the first big 
names to lend his support 
to The Spastics Society, 
died on. March 27 at the 
age of 73. 

It was Wilfred Pickles who 
was behind what is now 


Pickles 


known as the 
Beacons department of the 
Society, and in 1955 the 
Society’s school at Dudding- 
ton, Stamford, Lines, opened 
and was named after him: 

Mr R. A. Pedder, the head- 
master, said: “It was a great 
shock to. hear of his death and 
we are very sad because Mr 


Boxes and 


Pickles had always been such 
a good friend of the school. 
He would come twice a year 
to the school on formal occa- 
sions, and often in between. 
On our 21st anniversary 
speech day he and his wife 
Mabel were guests and spent 
a long time chatting to the 
children and their parents. His 
own son had died of infantile 
paralysis when he was seven. 

‘Wilfred Pickles will be 
very greatly mussed.” 
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SACOMDCITY 
The Buiidiers 


A NAME SYNONYMOUS WITH 
SERVICE & CONSTRUCTION 


AMONG THE LEADERS IN THE CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY 


Local Authority Housing 
Rationalised Housing Systems 
Modernisation Projects 
Commercial Development 
Warehouses & Offices 

Civil Engineéring 

Schools & University Buildings 


Recreation Facilities, Swimming Pools, 


Squash Courts, Eto, 
Hospitele 


THE HOMEMAKERS 
Throughout the Midlands 
and South West Counties 


Complete Range of designs 
Firet Purchaser Starter Homes 
Luxury Executive Residences 


SECOND CITY CONSTRUCTION LTD. 
OXFORD STREET 

BILSTON 

WEST MIDLANDS WV14 7DU 

Telephone Bilston 43131 


PRIVATE HOUSING DEVELOPERS 
SECOND CITY DEVELOPMENTS LTD. 


Oxford Street, Bilston 
West Midlands WV14 7DU 
Telephone Bilston 43131 


SECOND CITY (SOUTH WEST) LTD. 
Station Road, Worle, 

Weston-super-Mare, Avon, 

Telephone (0934) 32111 


BUILDING AND 
ROAD MATERIALS? 


We cover everything from A to C 


AGGREGATES * CONCRETE (READY MIXED) 
COATED MATERIALS 


We can supply them in whatever quantity 
you want — and on time. Try us. 


Our numbers are. : » 


Merthyr Tydfil 3355 * Machen 249 
and our middle name is ‘SERVICE’ 


QUARRIES LTD 


‘VAYNOR QUARRY 


Cefn Coed, Merthyr Tydfil, 


_ Mid Glam CF48 2LA. 


‘Tel: Merthyr Tydfil 3355 


(4 lines)... 


Modern Vehicle 


MACHEN QUARRIES 
Machen, Newport, Gwent . 
-NP1 8YP. 
Tel: Machen 240 and 249. 
SN Ap13 


Constructors Ltd 


DARWIN CLOSE, 


TEL: 0734 81654 


Van Conversions for the transporting 
of invalid wheelchairs 


READING, RG2 ORW 


® iT is 2.15 pm, the Queen is expected to pass by that afternoon, and the 
children of Ingfield Manor are on the move — down the school drive, their 
flags and rosettes at the ready. 


Pictures: 2 
RAY CHRISTOPHER 


© BY 2.30 the procession was making its way along the narrow path opposite the school entrance, 
Seventy children in wheelchairs and buggies hoping for a close encounter of a royal kind. | 


— 


® AT 2.45 pm the children were in position and settling down with happy anticipation — bett Cr 


too early than too late. The sun is shining for all its worth — a day fit for a Queen!. a 


© 3.50 and here she is! The Royal car has be a 
are en ordered to st 1 ae 
of Ingfield Manor are jubilant as Paul Corker gets ready to sy hs ae ee a a or 


Queen — carried 
a little bit of 
sid Manor in her 
“Is after an official 
iit to Sussex in 
“th. For the caring 
wen had seen the 
ren of The Spas- 
society's school at 
gshurst waiting 
e roadside, and 


ce by stopping 
long enough to 
a posy. - . 
ieé children had 
| waiting over an 
on a garage fore- 
near the school 
see the Queen 
pe past on her way 
hospital school in 
ham. There was 


“en would stop — 
P just in case, the 
ren had a posy 
to present to 


ry Bone, acting 
secretary, made it 
= the lunch hour. 
‘flower was picked 
grounds, daffodils, 
fops—and_ primroses 
h gardener Roy Dum- 
Iked four miles to 
said. 
minutes ticked by 
children waited, 
mounted for it 
as if the» Queen 
Pwould not have time 
p. Then the royal 
Sine appeared and 
Sorker, aged 10, and 
s his Cub Scout 
m, stood ready with 
hool’s floral tribute. 
(iis school fellows 


Tr 


+ 
a 
bY 


AL 


4 


30 pm has been and gone and still no sign of the Queen, but the 
pdren of Ingfield Manor sit tight waiting for the magic moment. But 
‘the Queen notice her young loyal subjects? Will she make an un- 
luled stop just for them? 


sncounrer 


“waved and: cheered the 


rewarded — their - 


"ment, received many mag- - 


luarantee that the. 


. winter “jasmine, - 


® FLAG in hand and 
proudly wearing his 
cub scout. uniform, 
Christopher Rumsey, 
10, waits patiently. 
Where is the Queen? 
She should be here by 
now! 


oyal 


Queen signalled: to her 
driver and the car pulled 
up beside Paul. ~— 

The lady-in-waiting took 
the posy and gave it to the 
Queen whose heart was 
obviously touched by the 
enthusiasm and happiness 
of the Ingfield children at 
seeing her. Boe : 

She returned their waves- 
and smiles with her own 
and then the car moved off. 
Perhaps the Queen, who 
had been in. Chichester ES nit as sr Se a 
earlier and was on her way © ® 3.45 pm and the Queen MUST arrive soon! 
to another formal engage- The anxiety is clear on Paul Corker’s face for he 
nificent bouquets that. day- SS ee chosen for the_all-importa nt task of 
—but none gathered and “handing over the flowers. American’ student- 
given- with- such simple teacher Beth Gallagher waits with Paul to help 
affection and loyalty... - +. the =hand-over — IF the car stops! 


® THE wait was worthwhile after all. The children of Ingfield have seen 
the Queen and she has their flowers, which she holds up to show them. 
Then with one last wave she was gone — leaving 70 very happy children 
with a memory that will last a lifetime. 
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J. R. ADAMS 
(Newcastle) Ltd 


TRANSPORT 
CONTRACTORS 


FISHER STREET 
WALKER | 
NEWCASTLE UPON TYNE NE6 4NA 


Telephone: Wallsend 62-3271/2/3 


SN Ap6 


kook out for our yeHow and black sign at cities 
and airports all over the country. Over 200 parks 
in London alone. 


Parking is easier with NCP 
NATIONAL CAR PARKS LTD 


60 CHARLOTTE STREET 
LONDON Wi 
Tel: 637 9191 


G.D.S. Electrical 
Contractors Ltd 


~ SHOWROOM AVAILABLE; 
INTERNAL INTERCOM 
Joe YO PE Vie a 

-GENERAL MAINTENANCE — 
HIGHEST SUPERVISORY 

CONTROL 

306 PORTLAND ROAD 

| HOVE, SUSSEX 

Tel: Brighton 415654-418091 


SN Ap? 


BEARINGS BALL — CYLINDRICAL, 
SPHERICAL AND TAPER, 

ROLLER — THRUST AND 
PLUMMER BLOCKS 


FAG BEARING CO. LTD. 


WOMBOURNE, WOLVERHAMPTON, 


STAFFS WY5 8AF. 


Telephone : Wombourne 4114 (20 lines) 
Telex 337214 


Branches at: Aberdeen, Belfast, Birmingham, Coventry, 
Dundee, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Leeds, Liverpool, London, 
Manchester, Middlesbrough, Newcastle, Newport, Sheffield, 


Stoke, Swansea, Wednesbury and Wolverhampton. 
SN Apl? 
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Briefing... 


Hide the bed and | 


save living space 


DISABLED people who 
cannot manage to climb 
stairs: often need to sleep 
in the family. living room. 
But im a small house, a bed 
can take up valuable living 
space during the daytime. 

The Space - Saving Bed 
Centre has many bright ideas: 
about dual-purpose furniture: 
Their beds can be folded 
against the wall under a book- 
shelf, disguised: as, sofas, or 
cocktail cabinets and’ tucked 
away into cupboards, 

Double and single beds can 
be swung into a vertical posi- 
tion, to live behind closed! 
doors during the day and 
lifted down ready made up 
with sheets and blankets in 
the evening. 
The hinges 


are specially 


Access In 


Sheffield 


THE Sheffield Co-ordinating 
Committee for the Disabled is 
holding an Access for the: Dis+ 
abled Exhibition at Sheffield 
Town Hall from June 10-16; 
1978. 

The main focus of the exhi- 
bition will be on access but 
will also include literature: and’ 
a display of aids. for the 
disabled. Designs and lay~- 

. outs of accommedation will 
also be on show. - 

The totwm hall itself is a new 
building and has excellent 
access, for disabled. visitors. 


' THE = Lansbury. 


Pictures show (tep right) 
the standard cupbeard unit 
as it looks with the bed 
neatly felded: away inside, 
top left the doors open 
to reveal a comfortable 
double bed and (bottom) 
the same cupboard used 
for a single bed, together 
with different types of 
shelving or hanging space. 

Further information 
from the Space-Saving Bed 
Centre, 13-14 Golden 
Square, London W1. 


designed to take the weight 
of the bed and the lifting 
operation is simple enough to 
be carried out by a person in 
a wheelchair. 


Night out 


Players, a 
London dramatic company, is 
presenting ‘Lord Arthur 
Savile’s Crime’ in April and 
has, offered to donate the 
proceeds of one performance 
to the Society's “Save a Baby’ 
campaigm ; 

The play will be shown at 
the Curtain Theatre, Com- 
mercial Street, London E1, 
andi three rows of seats will 
be reserved. for The Spastics 
Society on Thunsday, April 20. 

Further details from Aileen 
Barker, Spastics Shops, Lon- 
don. Office and: Depot, 2-4 
Court Yard, Eltham, London 


_ SEO SPZ (Tel 01-850 7299).. 


National Breakdown Recovery Cub 
ThE GET YOU AND YOUR CAR HOWE SERV:CE 


~-RECOVERY HOUSE, CLAREMONT, BRADFORD BD7 IBB 
Telephone : 0274 28257. 
Member CBI @ Underwritten in the London Insurance Market 
The first and largest National Accident/Major Breakdown recovery 
organisation. After accident or major breakdown immobilisation, we 
take you and your car either home or on to your intended destination 
free. 98%, of our recoveries are complete with driver and passengers 
and the average time in getting to our member is less than two hours. 
Can now include a Roadside Repair Service on the Motorways. 

Write NBRC, ‘Freepost’, Bradford BD7 1BR or phone for details now. 


ae Reet an ee Tot gen 


on books, aids, holidays, services, 
to help you and your family 


Deadline 
for the 
literary 
contest 

CLOSING date for The 
Spasties, Society’s: liter- 
ary contest is April 15. 
The competition is. open: 
to, people with any type 
of handicap: dating from 
birth or early childhood, 
There are separate 
categories for children, 
adolescents and adults, 
as: well as the ever-popu- 
lar poetry seetion.. In 
addition the Director 
will award, a special 
prize for a contribution 
which he considers to. be 
outstanding. 


Crisis aid 
A ONE-DAY conference on 
Crisis Intervention will be 
heldi at the King’s Fund Centre 
in London on Thursday; May. 
25. This will’ be of interest: to 
staff in the mental health» fields 
of health and! social services 
concerned with community- 
based care: aimed at avoiding: 
unnecessary hespital’ admis- 
sions. There: will be discussion. 
of the different: ways: in which 
mental health crisis: interven- 
tiom teams: are: being devel- 


oped. 
Further details: from: Miss 
Andrea Whittaker, Project: | 


Assistant, King’s: Fund! Centre, 


126 Albert Street, London: 
NWI 7NE. 

US probe 
REHABILITATION. Inter- 


national’ of New York’ has 
devised questionnaire aimed 
ati letting disabled people have 
their say in the organisation’s 
future plans, The: questions 
include:— 


What’ do you regard’ as the 


most important isstfe: or prob+ 
lem faced: by disabled’ people 
today? 

What is your position on the 
need for a separate organisa- 
tion of disabled’ people? 

What do you: think will be 
the most important: issue or 
problem faced) by disabled 
people: during, the: 1980s? 

Whati long: range: actions: do 
you propose? 


Further details; from Re. |) 


habilitation International, 452 
Park Avenue Seutii, New York 
10016, USA. 


SN: Ap5 


Helping your garden grow | 


with ideas and aavice 


MANY disabled people 
can, enjoy gardening under 
the right conditions and 
they can now keep in touch 
with fellow - enthusiasts 
through the Garden Club: 
The Club, started’ im 1973, 
is. affiliated! to the Gardens 
for the Disabled Trust, 
founded in 1967 by Mrs R. 
S. Kinsey, of Headcorn, 
Kent. 

The trust aims. to help 
organisations and! has: given 


such as Cheshire Homes 
and: to special schools for 
raised flower beds, adapted 
tools, and other equip- 
ment. 
The Garden Club is for 
individuals: and: has. mem- 
| bers: alli over the United 
_ Kingdom andi even some in 
New Zealand. Some mem- 
bers. live in their own 
homes, others: im residential 


ANGLING for disabled 
people is the subject of 
| three films made by the 
Disabled Living Founda-. 
tion in co-operation with 
_ the National Anglers: Coun- 
. cil and sponsored: by Mid- 
' land Bank. group: 

The: first. film is: on Coarse 
_ Angling, with a commentary. 
' by Richard’ Baker. ‘This: ine 
~ cludes, access; to: rivers; lakes, 
. gravel’ pits, canals: and’ private: 
_ stretches: of water: Aids; to: 
, angling: such as: multi-purpose 
_ trolleys: and’ stools,, telescopic 
| rods: and landing: nets,. bait: aids, 
and’ bite alarms are shown in 
use. lLimbless,, bhind: and! 
paraplegic anglers. are. shown. 
' in action. and the. filn: shows a 
competition between physi- 
cally handicapped and able- 
_ bodied fishermen. 


Access 


Another filnn on Game: Fish- 
ing: shows: various ways in: 
| which disabled people can: gain 
_ access: to’ salmon; trout and 
other game by means) of 
ramps, specially, built plat- 


_ hoists: which swing out over 
' the: water. 
Filming: locations: include 
suburban: reservoirs, a Cots- 
wold lakeside: and! the: famous 
Scottish salmon beats, 

The: third! film is: about Sea 
Angling, and’ shows: that des- 


Voice for 


| passengers 


AN organisation. has 
formed’ to represent 


been 
the 


who do: not! drive: Called the 
National’ Disabled! Passengers 
Association, it publishes a 
regular newsletter 
widely. dispersed) members: in 
touch with each other, 

For further details contact 
the secretary Hilary A. Jones, 
16 Calder Court, Britannia 
4 Road; Surbiton, Surrey, 


grants to: residential’ centres. ~ 


Films for anglers 


| forms, floating: pontoons and! 


interests. of disabled’ people 


to keep; 


centres, and the club aims 
to: foster the attitude that 
gardening as:a pastime cam 
continue in spite of dis- 
abling diseases and old 
age. 

Exchange of ideas and 
communication: are import- 
ant to the housebound and 
the garden: club acts: as a 
central source of technical 
information for anyone 
who may have gardening: 
problems. Most of the 
elub’s. activities: have: to be 
carried out by correspon- 
dence, but it is hoped that 
outings to show gardens 
can. be arranged. 

The club can arrange: small 
discounts off the purchase: of 
special tools and some plants. 
Members exchange seeds, 
cuttings, bulbs, etc, amongst 
themselves. There is a large 
library of books on all aspects 
of gardening which can be 
borrowed free of charge: 


pite problems: of getting 
aboard, disabled: people can 
participate on equal terms | 
with: their able-bodied fellow- 
anglers. 

The films rum for 34, 32 and 
23 minutes: respectively: They 
can. be hired from Town and 
Country: Productions. Ltd). 21 
Cheyne Row, Chelsea. SW3 
SHP; for a booking fee of 
£5:40 each. 

Fishing book 

A book entitled! ‘A. guide: to 
fishing facilities for disabled 
anglers, has. also. been. pro- 
duced. It puts handicapped 
anglers in touch with existing” 
facilities and’ lists more than 
a hundred’ fishing locations: 
Available: price: £1.00) (includ: 
ing postage) from: the: National 
Anglers? Council, 5 Cowegate; 
Peterborough PEL 1LR. 


A. talk entitled ‘You 
don’t change institutions, 
you provide alternatives, 


. will be givem by Mrs: Anne 
| Marie: Aita Mulligam and 


Mr Jim Aita Mulligan of 


_ the Humam Services: Edu- 
' cators, Omaha, Nebraska: 


Mr Chris Dunk, design 
consultant, Researcln- Unit 


for the Handicapped, St 
. Bartholomew’ s: 
_ London, will speak about 
aids. in the 1980's, 


Hospital, 


There: will be two speeches 


_ about: mobility, The: first’ will 


be by Mr Barry James, secre+ 
tary of. Motability, on personal 
transport for the disabled in 


| the: 1980°S; the: second will be 
, by, Mr Nigel Smith, senior 


regional officer, North West, 
The Spastics Society; and’ sec- 
retary of the Working Party 
on the Disabled im Greater 


_ TN30 7PS. 


‘catalogue |- 


| A. NEW and .comprehensive. 


’ of illustrations and informa. 


, accessories, fully indexed. andi 
_ divided into sections for ease 
_ of, reference. = 


' Patient ¢ 
‘ ‘Children’s: Items,’ ‘Commedes 


. ‘Bathroom — Aids,’ 


to help. everybody concerned 
' with the physical. well-being of 


| free from, Carters: (J, and’ A) 
| Ltd, Alfred Street, Westbury, 
j Wilts BA13' 3DZ.  - a 


‘North West looks. 
tothe future 


_ LIFE for the Disabled’ in the 1980’s—Positive- Thinking 
_ for Positive Living—is, the-theme of The Spastics Society’s 

North West Regional! Conference to be held’ in the Little 
_ Court Suite, Owen’s: Park, Wilmslow. Road, Fallowfield; 
. Manchester, on Saturday, Aipril 15. 


a 


APRIL 197 ' 


A. newsletter is published 
quarterly, edited by well-known, 
author Betty Massingham, — 
There are articles on hortix 
culture from the point of view 
of the disabled’ and on general) 
subjects, 

Annual membership rates, 
are 50p for am individual 
subscription, 60p for a; mannied! 
couple, £2 for groups, and £15, 
for life: membership: ae 

Said’ Mrs Patricia Cooper, 
Garden Club Secretary: “We 
should very much welcome any 
members: of The Spastics 
Society—L expect some of then 
already. belong,” : 

Individual disabled people 
who would like to join the 
Garden. Club, are invited to 
contact Mrs Cooper at God: 
dards Green House, Benenden, 
Kent: 3 

Schools and Centres interes. 
ted in the Gardens for the Dis- 
abled Trust should contact; 
Mrs, P., Tallents, Moon Green, 
Wittersham, Tenterden, Kent 


Equipment || 


catalogue of Rehabilitation 
Equipment has been published 
by Carter (J. and A.) Ltd. Itis 
attractively printed’ im full 
colour and contains: 32: pages 


tion on over 200° aids and 


These. include 
Care,’ 


‘Self. Help, 
‘Exercisers,’ 


and Toilet Aids,’ “‘Wheelchai 
°W. ; 
“Equip: 


Aids’ and. ‘Traction 
ment.’ aon 
The catalogue: is designe 


the. disabled: It is available 


, oan 


Manchester, 1977, on mobility 
for all. ae 

In the afternoon Dr Georg? 
Scrimshaw, chairman of thé 
North . West Regional! Co 
ordinating Committee, wil 
give his review of the year: 

This will be followed: by 4 
view of how things should bé 
for the. handicapped: ini 1980 
by Mrs. Eileen Milnes, th 
parent of a spastic child,. Mis 
Nan Berrington-Jones, seniol 
adviser, physically handi# 
capped, Liverpool Social’ Sé 
vices, and Mr Chris Davies 
a disabled: student, a 

Mr James Loring, Directof 
of The Spastics. Society, will 
speak on the role of voluntall 
organisations: in the 1980s, Th 
conference. chairman will b? 
the Rt Rey E. R. Wickham 
Bishop of Middleton, 

Mrs ‘Marie Gallagher, vi 
chairman of the Regional © 
ordinating Committee, wi 
propose a vote: of thanks: 


on 


WV 
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needs new battery. 


blue nylon. 
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PPORT THE SAVE A BABY RALLY © 


The place: Trafalgar Square. The date: April 23rd 
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Park your 
Invacar here 


a Westinnster lf 
WESTMINSTER 


Er : 
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Your coach/car 
will be 
parked here 


COMING to the ‘Save a Baby’ rally in Trafalgar Square? Here is a plan to fein you park your 
Invacar or car and find your way to the rally. 


Your offers, wants, announcements . . . 


- OFFERED FREE to per- 


son able to collect. Chair- 
mobile, good condition, but 
Chair 
detachable for easy hand- 


sf ling. Battery charger and 


instruction book included. 


Fel Banbury (02 95) 2885. 


FOR sale: 
cape, adult 


Wheelchair 
size. Royal 
£4. Mr P. 
Woodward, 162 Salterton 
Road, Exmouth, Devon. 


3 eae 
» FOR sale—invalid folding 


push-chair. Everest and 
Jennings — 1978 model. 


Pneumatic tyres. Double 
wheel brakes. Removable 


folding foot rests. Tools 


and pump. Hardly used— 


immaculate. Cost £98 new. 


Will self for £50.—W. J. 


Grisdale, 41 Pages Hill, 
Muswell Hill, London N10 
1EH. Telephone 01 883 
2128. 


FOR sale—Vessa electric 
wheelchair (latest model). 
Right-hand control. For 
indoor and outdoor use. 
Can be folded to be carried 
in. the back of a car. 
Carries an 11-stone person 
for 10 miles on one battery 
charge (battery charger in- 
cluded)... Cost £400 when 
new. Offered for £300.— 
Apply to Mrs Iris Webb, 
229 Marlborough Road, 
Romford, Essex. Tel Rom- 
ford 60925. 


EVEREST and Jennings 
‘Safari Rider’ power drive 
wheelchair; very little use; 


Supporters rally in 
the West Region 


i” A SUCCESSFUL. West Regional Day has encouraged 
| the Society’s West Senior Regional Officer, Charmian 


s| Mould, to start planning one for next year. 


Last year a 


Regional Conference had to be cancelled through lack 


_of support. 


Said Charmian: ‘We had 
40 delegates, 52 had 


actually been expected and 


I was most encouraged by 
the response from the 
groups. Michael Brophy, 


# the Society’s Director of 


Fund Raising, spoke on 
the Save a Baby campaign 
and was enthusiastically 
received. The meeting 
agreed on a target of 
£10,000 which is very 
ambitious because there is 
not much money in this 


area, and it is sparsely 
populated. 

‘Dr Ann Raikes linked 
her work in developmental 
paediatrics at Poole 
General Hospital with the 
Save a Baby campaign 
which also generated a lot 
of interest, and the after- 
noon was devoted to a dis- 
cussion of the day’s talks. 
People came from Corn- 
wall, Dorset and Chelten- 
ham as well as areas closer 
to Taunton for the day. 
Next year I hope we will 
get even greater numbers.’ 


in perfect condition; not 
used for two years. Can be 
seen by arrangement. £250 
or nearest offer.—Write or 


telephone Mrs Monica 
McCheane, 48 Ullswater 
Read, Barnes, London 
Sw13 9PN. Tel 01-748 
5996. 

Pees Saks ol aE ead 


TRAVELECTRIX out- 
door chair, as new, range 
approx 10 miles, asking 
price £350 (cost £600).— 
Write (or telephone) Chair- 
man, Oxfordshire Cheshire 
Home, Greenhill House, 
Twyford, Banbury, Oxon. 
Tel Adderbury 679. 


FOR sale: Braune Batri- 
car, including batteries. 
Dark blue colour, hardly 
used. Cost £554 new. Also 
Zimmer folding (push) 
wheelchair. Two large 
wheels at back, two small 
swivel wheels at front. 
Detachable arms. Dark 
green. Cost over £80, little 
used. Highest offers 
aecepted for both items. 
Mrs D. R. West, 10 Hill- 
side, Potter Street, Harlow, 
Essex. 


LOST friend. — Will 
John Williams, late of the 
Wirral, Sussex University 
and Durham _ Terrace, 
London, or anyone who 
knows where he can be 
contacted, please get in 
touch with his friend Phil 
Cadbury, 201 Slade Lane, 
Manchester 19 (061 224 
3003). Phil has lost his 
address book. 


STARS Organisation for 
Spastics, Colwall Court, 
Pages Avenue, Bexhill-on- 
Sea, Sussex. Holiday hotel 
for spastic children aged 


five to 15. Lift—swim- 
ming pool—few minutes 
from the beach. 

Special weeks including 
Teenagers’ Fortnight, Par- 
ents’ Fortnight and Old 
Age Pensioners’ Fortnight. 

Details and bookings: 
Mr W. N. Simpson, The 


Manager, Tel: Bexhill 
211491. 
Sees 


THE engagement is 
announced between Ken- 
neth William Warner, late 
of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
now of 20 Pedders Lane, 
St Anne’s Road, Black- 
pool, and Margaret Lucile 
Radclyffe, of 3 Rectory 
Close, St Leonards-on-Sea, 
Sussex. 


@ INDIVIDUAL spastic 
people, their relatives, or 
local voluntary group 
members may advertise 
their Offers and Wants in 
this column without 
charge. Write to the Editor 
at the address on Page 12. 


THE FROGS have jumped 
into action again to provide a 
£398 film projector for the 
children of the Soctety’s Wil- 
fred Pickles School, near Stam- 
ford. The FROGS (Fund 
Raising Organising Group for 
Spastics) are a group of 
Spastics Society staff mem- 
bers who work to help the 
cause in their spare time. 


PORTSMOUTH and _ District 
Spastics Society has received 
cheques totalling £366 from 
Mr and Mrs Stenning, of the 
Portsbridge Hotel, Cosham. 
This was raised by various 
events including a_ disco 
session, 

The money will go towards 
the group’s work centre for 
young spastic people. 


®@ Continued from Page 1 — the Society’s 
plans for the massive ‘Save a Baby’ Rally 
in London. 


aims to collect a record-breaking five million signatures 
by the end of the year. 

The speeches over, Bill and five other spastic people 
will be pushed in wheelchairs down Whitehall to No 10 
Downing Street to hand in a resolution passed at the rally 
urging more government help in preventing handicap. 

. They were to have been at the head of an army of 
people marching to fecus attention on the need to apply 
available knowledge in the fight to save babies from being 
born disabled. The march had te be cancelled because 
of the Chief Commissioner’s ruling against public demon- 
Strations due to the violence attending National Front 
rallies. 

There may yet be a last minute change of heart by 
the authorities, in which case the organisers are geared 
to getting the rally on the march. Otherwise when the 
six wheelchairs are pushed back down Whitehall the most 
momentous single public event staged by the Society will 
be over. 


Programme of events 


HERE is the timetable of events for The Spastics Society’s 
massive rally in Trafalgar Square, London, on April 23, 
in support of the ‘Save a Baby’ Campaign. 

11.00 am onwards.—Arrival at Trafalgar Square. 

11.15.—Band plays. 

12.00.—Opening speech by Mr James Loring, the 
Director of The Spastics Society, followed by short 
speeches by invited guests, including:—Mr Jack Ashley, 
MP, Mr Lewis Carter-Jones, MP, the Rt Hon Patrick 
Jenkin, MP, Mrs E. M. Milnes, a member of the Stars 
Organisation for Spastics, Mr W. M. C. Hargreaves, MBE. 

12.40 (approx).—Signing of the petition by all 
speakers. 

12.50.—Proceed to Downing Street to present the 
resolution to No 10. 

1.00.—Handing in of the resolution. 

1.15 onwards.—Rally ends. Return to transport 
either at Belvedere Road or to the boarding area in 
Trafalgar Square. 


Rest centres 


A NETWORK of. rest 
centres has been provided 
for disabled people who 
are coming to London for 
the rally on April 23. All 
are within 15 minutes 
travelling time to Trafalgar 
Square. 

The Aylesbury Day 
Centre (London Borough 
of Southwark), Braden- 
ham, Boysen Road, Lon- 
don SE17. 

Vehicle access via West- 
moreland Road. Foot 
access also from Albany 
Road. 

On the right travelling 
north along Walworth 
Road. 

The Charlie Ratchford 
Day Centre (London 
Borough of Camden), Bel- 
mont Street, Chalk Farm 
Road, London NW1. 


briefs 


A £250 CHEQUE — the pro- 
ceeds of a sponsored football 
match — has been presented 
to the White Lodge Spastics 
Centre, Chertsey, Surrey, by 
Hare Hill ©§ Social Club, 
Addlestone. 


PRESTON and District Spas- 
tics Group, Lancashire, is 
celebrating -its Silver Jubilee 
year. 


— 


On the left travelling 
south along Chalk Farm 
Road. Between Chalk 
Farm and Camden Road, 


The Spastics Society, 
Fitzroy Square, London 
WIP 5HQ. 


To the South of Euston 
Road. Between Portland 
Street and Warren Street. 

Warwick Row Day 
Centre (City of Westmine 
ster), 10 Warwick Row, 
London SWI. 

Off Bresenden 
(one-way street). 
site Victoria Station. 

Good Neighbours House, 
Mary Datchelor Close, via 
Vicarage Grove, Cambers 
well Green, London SES. 

Vicarage Grove is on 
the left of Camberwell 
Church Street, travelling 
east from Camberwell 
Green. 


Place 
Oppo- 


OVER a period of a year, the 
North Norfolk Spastic Bowls 
League has raised a total of 
£650 for Norfolk and Norwich 
Spastics Association. 


NORTH Staffordshire Spastic 
Association has launched an 
appeal to raise £2,500. This 
will go into a trust fund to 
provide holidays for needy 
spastic people in the area, 


NEWSPAPER stories about the man living on Social 
Security who was able to treat himself to 84 pints of beer 
a week so infuriated Mrs I. Moore, of Howden-le-Wear, 
Durham, that she wrote to the ‘Northern Echo’ about her 
spastic son. 

‘Despite his many operations and disabilities,’ she 
said, ‘he works for a jiving. As a single person he is 
heavily taxed and it sickens me to think that part of this 
goes to help such parasites to live in idleness.’ 


<< a 


a 


ABOVE: Minister for 
the Disabled, Alf 
Morris, MP, chats with 
Paul Mills who comes 
to the centre each day 
from Chalfont St 
Peter. . 


RIGHT: Mr Morris cuts 
the tape across a com- 
memorative plaque at 
the official opening of 
the George Mason 
Centre for young 
adults. Also in the 
picture are Lady Hall, 
President of the South 
Bucks Spastics Society, 
and Major John Young, 
Lord Lieutenant of 
Buckinghamshire. 


entre shares burden 
with devoted parents 


THE opening of the George 
Mason Centre, at Tylers 
Green, Buckinghamshire, 
has meant that parents in 
the area can now share the 
burden of caring for 
severely handicapped 
school-leavers. 

The centre, as reported 
in last month’s  Spastics 
News, was officially opened 
by the Minister for the Dis- 
abled, Mr Alfred Morris 
MP, who said that the need 
for such centres was ‘clear 
and unquestionable.’ 

Run by South Bucks Spas- 
tics Society with help from 
Bucks Social Services Depart- 
ment, it caters for young 


ORES 2S 
Re: 


7/15 LANSDOWNE ROAD, — 
CROYDON CR9 2HB 
Telephone: 01-686 4411 
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adults who are severely handi- 
capped both mentally and 
physically. They are unable 
to cope with even sheltered 
employment and are mostly 
unable to wash, feed or dress 
themselves. Many are incontin- 
ent and need constant atten- 
tion: 

The youngsters live at home 
with their parents who do not 
wish them to be placed in resi- 
dential care but cannot always 
provide the kind of mental 
stimulation which they need 
during the day. 

The centre was previously 
used by the South Bucks group 
as a school, whose former 
pupils have now transferred 


to. the purpose-built Park: 


Crescent School for handi- 


Death of Cashing in 


capped. children in High 
Wycombe, 

Conversions to make the 
Tylers: Green buildings more 
suited to adult use, plus the 
purchase of an ambulance for 
transporting members to and 
fro, .cost about £13,000, 


‘Bucks County Council Social 


Services Department provided 
about £3,000 of this sum, but 
the balance had to be raised 
from voluntary contributions, 
-Both Mr Morris and Lady 
Hall, the group’s President, 
paid tribute in their speeches 
at the official opening to the 
tireless volunteer fund raisers. 

Volunteers also help in the 
day-to-day running of tthe 
centre, whose organiser, Mrs 
Kathleen Silvester, has a paid 
staff of only three, plus a part- 
time escort to assist with 
transport, 

There are 12 to 15 places 
at the centre, whose activities 
include painting, simple crafts, 
cooking, music or basket work. 

Annual running costs of the 
George Mason Centre are 
expected to be about £19,000. 
The bulk of this will be pro- 
vided from a joint funding 
scheme by the Social Services 
Department. But the deficit, 
together with the cost of any 
future alterations, professional 
services and equipment, will 
have to be met by the South 


- Bucks Spastics Society. 


fine man | on a craze 


A SAD bereavement came 
in March for Joyce Gard- 
ner, one of The Spastics 
Society’s most dedicated 
fund-raisers. Her husband, 
Bill Williams, died after a 
long illness. 

Joyce, the Ladies’. World 
Snooker and Billiards Cham- 
pion, has given exhibitions of 
her skill at clubs all over the 
country for some 18 years in 
aid of spastics. She was 
devotedly supported by her 
husband who managed her 
bookings, arranged _ her 
itineraries and drove her to 
exhibitions. 

Said Peter Jordan, the 
Society’s Head of Appeals 
Frojects, “Bill was a fine man, 
loved and respected by all who 
came ‘into contact with him. 
His infinite patience and 
understanding, and the per- 
fect way in which he sup- 
ported Joyce in her work for 
the spastics’ cause will never 
be forgotten by us here at the 
Society.’ 


His work was 
“unsparing’ 


Mr William Blood, a founder- 
member and Chairman of the 
North Staffordshire — Spastic 
Association, died in March 
at the age of 71. 

His service to the group 
spanned more than 25 years 
and he worked unsparingly to 
further the cause of making 
adequate provision for spastics 
in the area. 

‘Bill Blood did notable 
work for the association and 
he will be greatly missed,’ 
said the group’s vice-chairman, 
Mr Clifford Prophett, 


MANY people may won- 
der when they see adver-_ 
tisements ‘Welsh  Skate- 
board Championships 
1978, sponsored by The 
Spastics Society, Wales 
Region, especially as 
skateboarding requires: 
expert balance and physical 
fitness! However, — Alf 


‘Buckley, one of the Wales 


Region’s local appeal 
officers, sees it as an event 
which could raise a lot of 
money for the Society’s 
‘Save a Baby from being 
born a spastic’ campaign. 

He approached the Welsh 
Skateboard Association, which 
was enthusiastic about the 
idea, and is now building a 
skateboard rink in sections, 
so that it can be transported 
to venues all over Wales. 

The Championship will be 
split into area finals, the first 
at Wrexham on May 27, the 
second at Newport on June 
3, the third at Swansea on 
June 10, and the Area Final 
plus the National. Welsh 
Championships at Cardiff City 
Football Ground in June. 

We are being assisted with 
publicity by the local news- 
papers and we are looking for 
sponsors prepared to pay for 
advertisements to be painted 
on to the skateboard rink, 


Outside 
helpers 


CARDIFF Group members 
under energetic chairman 
Dorothy Cottle have always 
been terrific fund-raisers. And 
due to the good image which 
they have built up over the 


have received £430 from the ~ 
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Big day ; 
for the 4 
Midlands — 


ADVICE on ‘how to get the - 
most out of. your’ local 
authority’ will be given to 
the parents of handicapped 
children at The  Spastics — 
Society’s Midlands annual 
regional day to be held at the — 
‘University of Leicester on 
Sunday, April 9. 7 
Speakers will include Mr — 
John Jillings, Director of 
Social Services, Derbyshire; 
Dr G. M. Cochrane, Derby. 
shire Area Health Authority; — 
Mr Peter Burgess, welfare 
rights officer, Manchester 
Social Services Department: 
Miss Audrey Dent, supervisor 
occupational therapy, Derby. 
shire Social Services Depart. 
ment; Mr Dennis Gray, inspec. 
tor of special schols, City of 
Birmingham; and Mr Ken 
Dayis, co-ordinator, Disable 
ment Information and Advi 
Line. Be “§ 
In the afternoon, Mr 
Anthony Frank, the Society’s — 
Assistant Director, Regions, 
will be speaking about the 
‘Save a baby from being born — 
spastic’ campaign. Mr Dorrien 
Belson, Chairman of the” 
Society, will address the meet-— 
ing on “The Society and its 
Future.’ ». 
The Chairman of the con-— 
ference will be Lord Craw. 
shaw, and the welcoming — 
address will be by Mr F. F, © 
Wright, Chairman of the Mid- — 
lands Regional Co-ordinating — 
Committee. " 


Ce 


last quarter of a century in” 
their fight to help spastics, ~ 
they have gathered around 
them other organisations which | 
help them to achieve specific 
projects. : 5 3 

The current project is a 
fortnight’s holiday at the 
Jane Hodge Holiday Home for — 
14 trainees cared for. by the 
group at the Cardiff Day — 
Centre, eS 

In the last few weeks they 


Cyncoed Townswomen’s Guild, | 
£25 from the Cardiff East 
Townswomen’s Guild and £200— 
from the Cardiff Castle Round 
Table. This means that their. 
aim of raising £1,000 to pay 
for the holiday has been 
achieved, 4 


A platform 
for you... 


SINCE the untimely death of - 
Bill Paton I have attempted to” 
continue his work in writing 
the column ‘Window on 
Wales, which reports of 
events organised by groups, 
plus stories about individuals 
from schools, centres and 
those disabled people living at 
home. “n 

But I am increasingly aware 
that the column is yast y 
under-used as a means of rais¢ 
ing major issues of the day 
about disabled people and the 
environment in which they 
live. a 

[ feel that as we are in the 
middle of one of the biggest — 
campaigns that the Society 
has ever undertaken, there — 
must be many topics or views 
that members of the Wales 
Region would like to put for- 
ward as open letters, I see_ 
these letters as offering points 
of view about anything relat: 
ing to disability, and while it — 
may not be possible to offe 
individual advice, I hope t 
the column can be now us¢ 
as an open forum, 


Picture «shows Tony Frank, 
left, Assistant Director, 
Regions, The Spasties Society, 
@iscussing the -exhibits with 
‘Steve ‘Gorden, ‘Chairman .of 


| Support for 
art show 


LORD Mayor. of - Bristol, 
Councillor - Edward - Wright, 
attended. a- preview . of the 
festoke Lane-Art Group exhibi- 
[nition ‘at the Mayfair~Chib, New 
eo! Centre on March 13. 
The exhibition of over 40 
"works by handicapped artists 
‘open to the public at the 
jsmeentral Library, College 
sreen, Bristol, to April 8. 
“The Group was formed .in 
Dctober 1977 by ‘handicapped 
ople with a deep interest 
' ym art and a desire to explore 
fi md develop ‘their talents. 
[heir exhibition was  sup- 
orted by The ‘Spastics 
ociety’s Recreational ‘Services 
nd Top Ten Promotions. 


_ ‘Sally Thomas, who made 
the largest contribution to the 
exhibition. — : ; 


Fly a cheque 
to Canada 


THANKS ‘to a ‘share of 
the Spastics Pool first 
dividend, Anne William- 
son, of Gosforth, will be 
able to visit relatives im 


‘British ‘Pregnancy Advisory 
“Service is a non-profit making — 
| registered Charitable Trust. 

021-643 7461 
02016 77720 
0273 509726 


051-227 3721 
01-222 0985 
061-236 7777 
0742 738326 
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the Stoke Lane Art Group and . 


EDWIN Z. Tauber, Chairman 
of the Home Farm Trust, 
gratefully received a cheque 


for £10,000 from Douglas 


Arter, :a trustee of the Sembal 
Trust, «at Westmorland House, 
Bristol — the third grant in 
four years. 

The Sembal Trust was 
one of three trusts founded in 
the early 1960’s ‘by ‘the pro- 
motets of the ‘Spastics Pool 
to provide financial support 
for registered charitable or- 
ganisations. ‘Since that ‘time 
over 1,000 charities ‘have bene- 


Pool generosity brings help to 


rm charity 


fited and the Sembal Trust and 
the Van Neste Foundation still 
receive an income from the 
subscriptions of Spastics Pool 
members. The previous sums 
given ‘to ‘the Home Farm Trust 


were £3,000 in 1974, and 
£5,000 in 1976. 
The Home ‘Farm Trust 


Limited was formed in 1962 
to provide life-long care for 
the mentally handicapped. The 


Advice service quickly 
proves its worth 


THE. Bristol Advice Centre 


for the Disabled «was set > 
up.at Westmorland House, 


the headquarters of Top 


Ten Promotions, Limited, - 


last December. Since then, 
Ann Trotman, the .centre’s 
advisor, has dealt -with 
questions. -.on . welfare 
rights, benefits, local ser- 


PS 


at the Percy Hedley School 
for the handicapped and 
received her cheque for 
£2,500 from Headmaster, 
Bavid Johnstone. The 
Percy Hedley School is 
celebrating its 25th anni- 
versary this year, and 
Anne ‘thas been associated 
with it since 1955 when 
she joined as a voluntary 
‘helper. 


vices, voluntary organisa- 


tions, legislation, educa- 
tion, recreational. :services - 
and mobility. 


‘Now the centre has been — 


officially opened by ‘the 
Lord Mayor of Bristol, Coun- 
cillor Edward Wright, JP. 
He was welcomed by Mr Len 
Bowen, ‘Chairman of ‘the 
Bristol ‘and ‘District -Spastics 
Association, who with Top 
Ten is sponsoring the centre. 
Guests -included Mrs G. 
Barrow, Douglas Arter, Chair- 
man Lop Ten Promotions, and 
Mr James Loring, Director 
of The Spastics Society. 

The centre is supported ‘by 
Ayon Social Services through 
the joint advisory committee 
for the physically handicapped, 
and is run by a ‘committee 
made up of organisations for 
the disabled. Easily accessible 
with good parking ‘facilities, 
it is open from 9.30 to 4.30.0n 
Monday, Tuesday and Thurs- 
day and from 9.30 to 1 pm 
on Wednesday and Friday. 


Using all of over40 years | 
experience in helping ‘the dis- 
abled, Meyra have designed a 


Trust, a registered charity, 
has established five residential 
homes: Frocester Manor, 
Stonehouse, Gloucestershize; 
Old Quarries, Tetbury, 
Gloucestershire; Fairthorne, 
Dore, ‘Sheffield; Cherington 
House, — ‘Shipston-on-Stour, 
Warwickshire; and the ‘atest 
— iLydiate, Willaston, Wirral, 
Cheshire. » 

In ‘the homes’ own work- 


Picture shows the ‘Lord 
Mayor, Councillor Edward 
Wright, aP, the Lady 
Mayoress, Miss Frances 
Chaniberlain, and Mr tan 


Canada. Anne is employed 
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shops, craftsmen teach resi- 
dents skills“such as carpentry, 
basketwork and needlework 
which enables them #0 contri- 
bute to both the upkeep and 
funds of the homes. Extensive 
mixed farming and market 
gardening result in the produc- 
tion by the residents of «all 
their own vegetables and much 
of their meat. - 

The Trust provides security 
and care for 121 mentally 
handicapped adults, and a 


further 32 will be accommo- 
dated at the Lydiate when it 
is opened at the end of this 
year. : : 


Burling, ‘Chairman of the 
committee for the centre, 
talking to Ann Trotman, the 
centre’s adyisom 


Easy installation “3 
It.simply fits onto any rigid 
sided bath and clamps tight. 


bath lifter that makes bathinga It’s fully portable. 

simple independant:and Space saving 

relaxing experience. _ At will fit confined areas 
If youcanturnahandle, | which are often too small for 

you can have a bath. If’s.as many lifters. 

simple.as that. Even if you Comfort & quality 


can't, it will take all the hard The anatomically designed 


work out of assisting seat and all other parts are 
i. gai 2 Rep er 
"REPAIRS TO PALLETS A SPECIALITY | scsi ree 
ad] : | oe in eRe for tig tor eit han: | 
heat ee ey 
Timber Importers choose. We enjoy assisting 


Manufacturers of Pallets and |) yom rikhat iets: A O 

P acki ng Cases ra Please send me your Bathlifter brochure / q 
a Hx 8 

THE OWNERS OF x ge | i 

THE MIDDLESBROUGH ESTATE LTD : | = oe 
| ‘CARGO FLEET TIMBER YARDS, MIDDLESBROUGH, (CLEVELAND. De a 


Telephone: (0642) 242657 (two lines) 
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12 SPASTICS NEWS 


ST PAUL'S Cathedral is on the skyline, silhouetted 
in the library window, as the Duchess reaches 
the most formal part of this most relaxed Royal 
visit — signing the Visitors’ Book. With her is 
Professor Paul Polani. 


ty 


s SUSAN Biunt, Picea assistant in 1 the Cytogenetics Department, was in 


WHEN the Duchess of 
Kent first. visited the 
Paediatric Research 
Unit sponsored by The 
Spastics Society at 
Guy’s Hospital, 


a disused warehouse in 
the old part of the 
hospital. That was in 
February 1971. Seven 
years later she .re- 


turned to find the Unit - 


housed ‘in the compara- 
tive. opulence of the 
Prince. Philip» Tower 
Block with two floors 
of stérile units, labora- 
tories,, amniocentesis 
clinic. and administra- 


tive offices. 

Professor Paul Polani, 
the Unit’s Director, found 
the Society’s Patron keenly 
interested in every aspect 
of the work going on. One 
wall of his office has a 


panoramic view of. the 


: the middle of drying a slide when she met the Duchess. Once she had 


Lon- - 
‘don, she saw a collec- 
tion of laboratories ‘in 


City of London, while an- 
other is covered in photo- 
graphs which the Duchess 
clearly found fascinating. 
‘These are my etchings,’ the 
Professor _ explained, 
‘memories of key events.’ 
The collection included. a 
picture of a mongol chim- 
panzee and a_ slide of 
human tissue culture. 


Professor Polani discus- 
sed the success of the 
amniocentesis clinic where 
mothers undergo tests to 
ascertain the likelihood of 
an? abnormal. baby. 
Mothers of handicapped 
children welcomed the test 
as a rule, but Professor 
Polani pointed out that in 
any caSe many, many 
abnormal babies were 
never born because of mis- 
carriage. This - natural 
screening .process accoun- 
ted for 60 per cent in 
cases of mongolism to 
almost 100 per cent in a 
particularly rare chromo- 
some defect. “Nature’s own 
miracle, commented the 
Duchess of the natural 
screening process. 

Professor Polani and the 
Society’s chairman Mr 
Dorrien Belson guided the 
Duchess round the Unit — 
it was Mr Belson who had 
invited the Duchess to 
make the tour as it was 
the Society’s ‘Save a Baby’ 
campaign year. As the visit 
was strictly informal the 
Duchess saw a wide range 
of the Unit’s day to day 
activities, chatting to _re- 
search technician John 
Crolla, and research assist- 
ants Susan Oliver and 
Susan Blunt in the Cyto- 
genetics Department. 


The Duchess of Kent 


meets the res 


The Duchess was in- 
trigued by the cages of 
curly tailed mice bred in 
the experimental biology 
laboratory, and Dr Mary 
Seller explained that preg- 
nant mice were injected 


‘with a chemical and the 


resulting litter all had 
curly tails. This aided 
research into spina bifida. 
‘Mice mimic the human 
Species when it comes to 


earchers 


‘THERE’S nothing to be afraid of,’ the Duchess 
almost seems to be saying to the curly-tailed 
mouse cupped in the hands of Dr Mary Seller, 
lecturer in experimental biology. The curly-tailed 
mice are providing valuable clues in the WORE to, 
prevent handicap in babies. 
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spina bifida — for instance 
more females than males 
are affected and an excess 
of water indicates abnor: 
mality just as in human 
pregnancies. It’s fascinat 
ing,’ she said. - ce 

The Duchess obvious Z 
thought so too, for befo 7 
she left she. asked: if her 
elder. son, -George, 1 
could visit the Unit in ahi 
holidays 


= completed the process she went on to elaborate on her work for the 
Duchess who obviously found it absorbing. _ Also in the picture is : Mr 
Dorsi- sn Belson, Chairman of The Spastics Society. 
ALTHOUGH the keynote of the Duchess’s visit was infor : 
c mality, sh was 
welcomed to Guy’s Hospital Paediatric Research Unit by alin Genera Ul 
Neil Rogers, the Clinical Superintendent, Dr J. C. Houston, Dean of the 
Medical School, Dorrien Belson, Chairman of The Spastics Societ 
Professor Paul Polani, Director of the PRU. ” 
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AwUVE: The Duchess found bee: visit to the Unit = such aibahext that 
she asked Professor Polani, seen here with Dr Eva Alberman, if it would 


be possible for her 13-year-old son, George, to come on an informal visit 
in his turn. - 


PICTURE right: Susan Oliver, research assistant in the Cytogenetics Depart- 
ment, is working on pre-natal diagnosis and ae eli a fascinated audience 


fobs _in the Duchess, 


** 


pee E WTS Se Soe ae eee oe ee bE Seticige i Date 


> 


